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PASTOR'S CORNER




        Keep it up!

There are no shortcuts to Christian maturity.  It involves an all out, head to toe, lifelong pursuit of becoming like Jesus by the power of Jesus. And it's not for the faint of heart.  There will be some serious setbacks on this journey, some self-inflicted, some thrown at us by our adversary the devil but ultimately every bump, bruise and scrape will be used by God to deepen our faith and reset our vision of Jesus.  He Himself was bruised, scraped, banged up and even wrapped up in dead man's clothes all while doing His Father's will. So we should expect a bit of turbulence as well. 

The past 9 months have been really special for East Balsam.  God has blessed and multiplied our little efforts to love Him and love people.  The boys' loaves and fish were sufficient to feed thousands. And it seems that our small offerings are feeding more and more hungry hearts every Sunday. This is a really good thing. And also, a reason to be all the more vigilant. Because we as Christ followers do have an adversary and Peter says he prowls like a lion. And if you know anything about lions, you know that they are not nice little kitties - they are predatory animals with large teeth and immense appetites.  If it's you against a lion in the Serengeti, you're gonna lose every time.

This is what the Apostle tells us Satan is like.  And I think it would be good to listen to the warning. It would be easy to assume that when the sun is shining and people are smiling and the offering plate is heavy with generosity that we can let our guard down a bit.  But there is no such time for the Christian or for the church. Every single day we are vulnerable to an attack, whether from within or without. And the devil is a sneaky and often inconspicuous enemy with a golden tongue. He whispers things like, "Boy, isn't life good" and "Do you really need to pray for God's leading? Clearly you have this figured out," and "You can ignore that relational wound.... it will go away on its own" and many more lies that subtly push God to the margins of our minds.

These small little lies will take down churches and families and individual Christians  more than any government policy or bad news at work; So we have to be skilled in detecting them quickly. The great battle for the Christian is to resist these lies and to reaffirm total trust and dependence on the promises of God in Christ. This is the rhythm of the Christ follower - resist the devil and all his lies that elevate self over Jesus and trust in the leading of the Spirit with a humble and teachable heart.  We are never so helpless as when we think we can help ourselves and never so vulnerable than when we think we have no need of protection. Our safety and security comes from Jesus and Him alone. Any other form of confidence is imaginary. 




Pastor…p.2
Pastor…from p.1
So this is my plea for East Balsam and every family it represents.  Together, let's resist the lies of the devil that would tempt us to be self-confident. And let's, together elevate the greatness of Jesus day after day and set at His feet every decision we make from the smallest to the biggest. God is our Confidence (Proverbs 3:26) and we have no other.

Striving with you to trust and become like Jesus, Pastor Gabe

Special Events

Concerts & Testimony

On July 18th over 150 people attended the Durocher Family concert.  It was a fun night of inspiring music and family entertainment. 


Then on September 19th the Hartley Family came all the way from Arkansas to share with us their love of the Lord through lively Bluegrass Music and storytelling. We were encouraged to follow Christ afresh and laughed a lot. 
After the concert, Kim Hilleshiem shared her testimony; we were blessed and reminded of God's Power to save/restore lives here on earth, as well as for eternity!

~ Nancy O'Brien
I Thought I Was Going Crazy is Kim Hilleshiem's testimony of how God changed her life.  

Folks can "listen" to my story if they go to East Balsam Church website (eastbalsam.org), click on Sermons, type in Kim Hilleshiem and Search.  ALL THINGS NEW will pop up and click on that. 


If anyone would like a book they can contact me at hille@lakeland.ws or call me at 715-220-2217. 

~ Kim Hilleshiem
Family Movie Night

Lynda Hall brought a wonderful idea to Gabe about a family movie night event.  The date was set for Saturday October 10th.  Thanks, Lynda. 

We were able to coordinate a fun night of our church and community Family in Christ – Food, Fun, Popcorn and Movies!  The fun for everyone (68) started with dinner of delicious sloppy joes, chips, pickles and carrots w/dip! After dinner we had three amazing movies, one for older teens and adults (Do You Believe?), one for tweens and another animated movie for the youngsters. After the movies we had handmade blizzards for all. A great night was had by all!

~ Bea Volgren
THANKS FOR A WONDERFUL EVENING.  YOU GUYS ARE AWESOME.   ‘DO YOU BELIEVE?’ HAS CHALLENGED ME.  THANKS  
~ Glen and Claudine Brown

Life Groups
We started a new Life Group at Jeromy and Jenni Cox's home in late September. There are 6 couples involved about 10 kids! We are going through a video series called "gods at war" by Kyle Idleman and it has been a very good study on recognizing idols in our lives. The idea is to replace any worship of a false god by worshipping the one true God. Keep your eyes open for new Life Groups starting up in January!
~ Pastor Gabe
Women's Bible Study


On July 21 the ladies involved in our Bible study had lunch at Our Place Café in St. Croix Falls, and then enjoyed the beautiful flowers at Panola Valley Gardens in Lindstrom.  

On August 11th Jackie Waleen and her caregiver, Allyson, along with Juanita Holin, came out for Bible study.  We then went to the Gandy Diner in Centuria for lunch.  Jackie and her husband were summer visitors at EBBC for many years.  He passed away several years ago and Jackie, who just celebrated her 97th birthday, has cancer and has been on hospice for over a year.  

Occasionally our Bible study takes on a different form such as when Vera Smertak was filling in for Sue.  The last section of Matthew 18 is about the Parable of the Unmerciful Servant.  Peter asked Jesus, "How many times should I forgive my brother when he sins against me?  Up to seven times?"  Jesus responded that he should forgive 70 x 7.  He went on to tell about a king who had a servant who owed lots of money.  Some commentaries say millions of dollars and other commentaries put a figure of billions of dollars in today's money.


Vera played the part of the king.  Claudine Brown was the servant who begged the king to allow more time to pay the huge debt and the king forgave the debt so the servant owed nothing.  Claudine was SO-O-O excited (as only Claudine can act out) because the debt was forgiven.  However, she then went to another servant played by Velda Alen who owed $16.  Claudine wasn't as forgiving as the king and took Velda to prison.  But the king heard about this incident and turned the servant (Claudine) over to the jailers.  
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The last verse of Matthew 18 says, "This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart."


We had a good laugh but more importantly, a serious lesson was learned in just a few minutes.  

Band of Brothers

Men’s Breakfast Was Success

This past summer, starting in May, the men had a Band of Brothers breakfast and book discussion from 7:30 to 9:00 a.m. each Monday.   Between eight and fourteen attended for fellowship, wonderful food and spiritual growth.  We discussed the book “Traveling Light” by Max Lucado.  This book explains how burdens which we are carrying with us, for example discontent, weariness, worry, hopelessness, guilt, arrogance, grief, shame and others, can be adversely impacting your relationships with others you love.  God asks you to set these burdens down and let God carry these burdens so that you can lead a happy and loving life. 

Our meetings have ended for this year but will be doing again next summer in a similar format.  All men in the church and community are welcome for this.  This past summer, we had several men outside EBBC attending.

~ Phil Foster
Vacation Bible School
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Vacation Bible School was held July 27-31.  The Theme took the children on a trip to Camp Kilimanjaro.  The lessons were from the book of Proverbs – emphasizing ears, hearts, tongues, hands, and feet – that honor God.  

Edie Osborn was the Registrar.  She reports that total attendance was 59 with 52 the average for the five days.   


The total offering given for missions was $1289.40, which included the Sunday offering, given to Openhand Children's Home.  (See missions report.)
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Teachers and helpers, according to Edie's records, were Deena and Fred Hall. Velda Alen, Maggie Conlan, Jenni Cox, Heather Hahn, Lisa Lundquist, Nancy O'Brien, Ana O'Brien, Joan Michaelson, Pat Davis, Lynda Hall, Edie Osborn, Pastor and Melonie Brennan, Cheryl Volgren, Donna Mabry, Jessica Bergman, Nicole Majeske, and Barb and Dawn Michaelson on Friday.  Thank you, staff for your part in making the VBS a success; please forgive us if someone was forgotten. 
Church Building


The church building is gradually getting a new look.  Thank you to Bob and Sherri Singer who have done most of the work which has included painting, new pictures on the walls, and new décor above the kitchen cupboards.  Larger LED light bulbs have been installed to give more light in the sanctuary and fellowship hall.
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New Copy Machine

Lately we were having to call the repairman quite often so we got a new machine.  We will lease it for five years and then it will be ours.  We will continue the maintenance agreement with E. O. Johnson as in the past.  They supply the ink and come out for repairs.  Colored copies cost about 4 or 5 cents more than black, and if there is only one small logo or word in color, the machine will record it as being color.  This is important to remember.

Playground Equipment


Playground equipment was purchased and is in the process of being assembled in the spot where the volley ball court was located.  Dale Michaelson has been in charge and has had many volunteers.  It has proven to be a bigger job than anticipated.  

Church Finances Improving

Our donations to date as of August, are about
 $5,400 above last year.  These additional donations have allowed us to put a new wood floor in the toddler area and new LED lighting, repainting and redecorating in our fellowship area.  There also has been money raised in a special offering for a new playground which we would like to install yet this fall.  In the coming months, we have additional plans to improve our ministries so your continued donations are appreciated.

~ Phil Foster
Coming Up

Thanksgiving Eve service will be at 7:00 on Wednesday, November 25th.  There will be Fellowship, Pie and Ice Cream after the service.
Christmas Activities

Christmas Program material has been picked out and practice will begin in the near future.  The program will be on Sunday, December 13th, as part of the worship service.

The Christmas Eve service will be at 4:00 on Thursday, December 24th.  

Pastor is going to purchase some banners that can be used each year to display in the church yard to advertise Thanksgiving and Christmas Eve services.  
Christian Women


The October 19th meeting was a luncheon at Wapogasset Lutheran Bible Camp.  The speaker was Bill Schultz, "The Gift of Acceptance", and the music and special feature was First Choice: Barbershop Quartet, Indianhead Chapter.  


On November 16th, the meeting will be at 11:30 at Lakes Free Church, 29620 Olinda Trail, Lindstrom, MN.  The speaker will be Peggy Hill, "A Different Kind of Party", with special music by Rachel Riebe.  The annual Stonecroft Silent Auction and Fundraiser is the special feature.


December 14th, at 11:30, there will be luncheon at the First United Methodist Church, 30828 Irene Avenue, Lindstrom, MN.  The speaker is Nancy Reimann, "Timeless Christmas Traditions".  Mary Strom will be leading a Christmas Sing-A-Long.  Special feature will be Lois Miller titled "Live and Learn with Lena".

Missions

Chad & Lucy Carlson – Gospel Joy Mission, Kenya, Africa


A recent email from Chad asks for prayer for a girl in the Openhand Children's Home named Patience.  She has a hole in one of the major arteries connected to her heart.  It's quite possible she will need surgery in the near future.  Chad has set up a "Medical Fund" within GJM to help cover costs of needs such as this.  All checks can be made out to Gospel Joy Mission, with a special note on the bottom specifying it's for the Medical Fund and mail to Gospel Joy Mission, 735-70th Avenue, Amery, WI 54001.  


Chad has been speaking at a Youth Retreat and a church with attendance of 500 people.  One pastor of that church had a stroke and another one recently resigned.


Prayer Concerns:  (1) Patience and her heart condition (2) Kahawa West Baptist Church needs an under-shepherd soon (3) Openhand Children's Home.

John & Lori DeCleene work with The New J 103.3 FM radio station in Manila, Philippines.  

Testimony received:  "The New J is the only station we listen to!  I love the family advice given in Tagolog each morning on my way to the office, and I love listening to 'Wally' from the States on the way home.  Thank you!"



Continued P. 5-Missions DeCleene

Missions-DeCleene, Con't.
Christmas in September:  They are already preparing for Christmas.  Every year the New J gets thousands of new listeners because of the wonderful music and programs they are able to share on air. 


Pray for the New J staff as they reach their city with the gospel of salvation through Christ.
Bruce & Candice Beatham, Wycliffe Bible Translators in Mexico.


They recently went to Coicoyan hoping to get some translating done.  However, Bruce ended up helping the Mixtecs on their town project which was hauling gravel up a steep hill to level out an area where they plan to pour a cement floor for a clinic.  They found God's Word "man makes his plans, but God directs his steps" to be true.  They know that God will use these times that they invest in relationships for His glory.  


They have rented an office near their house in Teco which can be used when people come to help with the translation.  Pray that this will work out.  


Also, pray for their health and for protection from spiritual attacks they have experienced recently.

Steve & Carol Jean Gallagher, Wycliffe Bible Translators in Papua New Guinea.


Steve spent a week in New Ireland Province doing translation consultant work for the Mussau language group.  


They were scheduled to leave on October 29th to spend about a month with the Bariai people, however, this has been postponed to next year.  


Peter, one of their co-translators, has mouth cancer.  It had been in remission but the sores in his mouth have returned; he has once again gone to the provincial capital for medical care.  


God is at work in the lives of some of the Bariai people.  Pray that they will be strong to stand against the forces of evil.


There is a drought in Papua New Guinea and the people depend upon their gardens for food.  In a recent phone conversation with Steve and Carol Jean, they said the Bariai gardens are dried up.  They have been eating sago (from sago palm) but that is getting scarce.  Sago fills their stomachs but has little food value.  I looked it up on Google; it is 88% carbohydrate, .05% protein, a minute amount of fat, and a trace of B vitamins.
Steve & Rhonda Schwarze – Faith Academy in Manila, Philippines.  

They have requested prayer and financial help for Aileen Lampios.  She is a 30 year old single mother who loves the Lord.  She has not been able to find work in the Philippines and had found a position as a house helper in Saudi Arabia.  That would mean leaving her children, ages 13 & 8.  She recently got her GED; the director of the school said she was the brightest student she had ever seen come through the program.  She would like to be a high school English teacher.  She has passed her exam so she can become a student at one of the top schools in the Philippines.  She would need $400 a month to live on plus $2,000 per year college tuition for a four year course.  If you are interested in sending money for Aileen, please contact me and I'll give you the name and address.  Joan Michaelson, 715-405-4055 or dgm@lakeland.ws.

Gil & Norene Zinke live in the U.S.  

Gil has recently begun work for Training Leaders International (TLI).  He had worked for Leadership Resources International for about six years.  They have redirected their ministry and thought Gil's ministry gifts would be better used by TLI.  He travels to other countries to teach pastors.

Katherine Taylor 

Katherine is the daughter of Emily Taylor who has a cabin on Balsam Lake and attends EBBC.  Katherine works with CAMA in Laos where she teaches English.  She is meeting with ten young girls between the ages of 10 & 16 who have been brought out of difficult situations.  


To learn more about her mission and/or partner with her, go to the website: camaservices.org/worker/Katherine.  If you would like to mail support for Katherine, you can send a check to CAMA Services, 8595 Explorer Dr., Colorado Springs, CO 80920, Attention: Pat Altemose, and put a note that it is for Katherine Taylor.
Operation Christmas Child


It is time to make up shoe boxes  to be sent to boys and girls less fortunate then we are.  Our goal is to fill 50 boxes again this year.  The cost to send each box is $7.00.
In the boxes we can pack:

· School Supplies...pencils, markers, pens, crayons, coloring books, color pencils, erasers, note books as long as they will fit the box. 

· Personal Hygiene, such as tooth brushes, tooth paste, combs, soap and washcloths.

· Toys, such as balls, (we can deflate and send a small air pump.) jacks, games that fit the box.

· Any homemade craft that may be on interest to the child. 

· Hard candies.

· Personal Note or picture of who the box is from.

How can you help? There are many ways – 

1. Pray for the kids who receives a box, plus the ones preparing the box.

2. Pack a box. 

3. Donate to the cost of buying items to go into the boxes or to shipping cost.

4. Help pack on the 15th of Nov.

Any questions please contact me either by phone (715-268-2129) or email (scvolgren@amerytel.net).

~ Cheryl Volgren 

God's Gift to the World

For God so loved  the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  






John 3:16

This verse has been called the Gospel in a Nutshell.  It is one of the towering peaks of eternal truth in the Word of God.  It proclaims the infinite love of God in immortal words.  

At Christmas, God gave the greatest gift to the world that could possibly be given.  Be sure to include the true Christmas story in your Christmas plans.

Have a Blessed Christmas!
East Balsam Baptist Church

1816 – 108th Street

Balsam Lake, WI 54810

Sunday Worship – 9:00 A.M.

10:30 A.M. – Children's Bible Activities

Tuesday – Women's Bible Study – 9:00 A.M.

Other meetings and activities announced in the bulletin.

Prayer Chain requests, contact:

 Val Rowe at 715-268-7424

or Joan Michaelson at 715-405-4055 or dgm@lakeland.ws 

or east.balsam.baptist.church@gmail.com
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