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Melonie and I have been reading 

through the first five books of the 

Old Testament. This has proven 

to be both challenging and deeply 

encouraging.  It doesn't take long 

to see Who is in control of all 

things: God.  God created the 

world. God created mankind. 

God created marriage. God 

brought the curse on Adam and 

Eve and the Serpent. God called 

Abraham out of a pagan family. 

God brought the Hebrews out of 

Egypt. God made them a people 

for His own possession. God 

gave them the law and God 

brought them through the 

wilderness to the promised land.  

In short, the first five books of 

the Bible demonstrate the 

sovereign control of God over all 

things. Unlike the other gods, the 

true God is Lord of both heaven 

and earth and has no competitors 

or challengers to His rule and  

 

Reign. God is God. 

 

This knowledge of God's power 

becomes the lens through which 

the rest of scripture is read.  

People live and people die. God 

raises up leaders and God takes 

down leaders. The story of the 

Bible then becomes the story of 

God's activity in the world. It is 

less about people than it is about  

what God does with people. It is 

less about human action than it is 

about God's direction of all 

things despite the frequent failure 

of humans to respond 

appropriately to His rule.   

 

And regardless of human sin and 

unfaithfulness, the train of God's 

sovereignty never careens off the 

track. The covenant was made. 

The prophecies were 

pronounced. The choosing of 

believers from the foundation of 

the world had taken place. Jesus 

would come and Jesus would die 

and rise again. And many would 

be gathered from the ends of the 

earth to worship God forever. 

This cannot be changed. The 

book of Revelation has been 

written. The promises and 

purposes of God will be fulfilled.  

 

So then, where does that leave us 

now? We are a small church in 

Balsam Lake, WI. Is God really 

sovereignly working here among 

us in the same way that he was 

working in creation and among 

the people of Israel? The answer 

of course is yes. The God of the 

Bible is the same God of the 

world we live in now.  He is with 

us, leading us, directing us, 

working in us to accomplish His  

 

will.  The law He gave to Israel is 

the law now written on our hearts 

and in the same way Moses led 

the people through the 

wilderness, Jesus is leading us 

now.  But His leading is much 

deeper than that of Moses. Moses 

led and Moses died. His 

leadership was imperfect and 

incomplete. Jesus leads and Jesus 

will not die. His leadership is 

perfect and complete.  He will 

finish what He has begun in us 

and in our church. 

 

I am excited to enter the spring 

and summer months as a church.  

We will be offering a new 

member's class in April as well 

as a baptism class in early June. 

Lord willing, we will spend our 

summer months studying I and II 

Timothy and the meaning and 

purpose of the Church. My hope 

is that, by the grace of Christ, we 

will all pursue deeper growth and 

greater impact within this 

community.  It seems to me that 

some changes are on the horizon 

as we seek to conform our church 

to increased biblical faithfulness. 

This church belongs to Jesus. He 

bought it with His blood. 

Therefore He has complete rule 

over it and we happily submit to 

his gentle leadership.  

 

Joyfully serving Christ with you 

for His glory, 

 

Pastor Gabe 
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Bible Study:  
The ladies have been enjoying 

the study of Genesis, and Sue has 

enjoyed teaching it so much that 

she asked that we leave the rest 

of Genesis until she returns from 

Hawaii.  Cherie Everson 

borrowed some DVDs called 

“Hope For A Woman’s Heart” 
by Kathy Troccoli.  The first 

lesson was The Storm: “Am I 

Not Still God?”.  The remaining 

three are: “The Anchor”, “The 

Waiting”, and “The Healing”.  

We watch the DVD and have a 

discussion. 

Quilting:  Several ladies have 

been making quilts at church.  If 

you would like to join them call 

Theresa Nelson at 715-483-3043 

for more information.   

 

Pastor Gabe & Melonie were 

given a quilt for Christmas as 

well as one to Jude made out of 

Veggie Tales fabric.  Two or 

three other quilts were given to 

needy families at Christmas. 

 
CHRISTIAN WOMEN  

April Meeting: 

Monday, April 16, 2012 – 11:30 

A.M. Luncheon 

Place:  Wappogasset Bible 

Camp, Amery, WI 

Special Feature: Colleen Keen 

“Hot Ten Best Foods for Life” 

Music: To be announced 

Speaker: Colleen Keen: “An 

Award Winning Recipe for Life” 

 

 

 

WOMEN’S SPRING RALLY 

East Balsam will host the Area 

Women’s Spring Rally on 

Tuesday, April 10
th
 at 6:00 p.m.  

Dinner will be served at 6:00 and 

a program will begin about 6:45.  

The speaker is Nopaluck Cable, a 

native of Bangkok, Thailand, and 

a former Buddhist.  She and her 

husband have served as 

missionaries in Thailand for 22 

years.  There is a sign-up sheet 

on the information table at 

church, or contact Joan 

Michaelson at 715-405-4055 or 

dgm@lakeland.ws 

 

 

Bruce & Candice Beatham—

Mexico    

 Glen & Claudine Brown 

(Candice’s parents) were in 

Mexico for a month.  They 

helped by teaching and 

entertaining the kids as well as 

maintenance/repairs around the 

house. 

 Bruce & Candice request 

prayer for some close friends 

who are facing divorce.  The 

husband, after having abandoned 

his family, turned his life over to 

God.  Pray for the spiritual 

growth of both the husband and 

wife and that their marriage will 

be saved. 

Pray for Juan, Pascuala and Rey, 

Mexican missionaries who are 

praying about planting a church 

in Coicoyan.  Eight years ago 

they asked to start a church in 

Coicoyan but their request was 

denied.  Pray for God’s will to be 

done. 

 

Steve & Carol Jean 

Gallagher—Papua New Guinea  

After 20 years of work with the 

Bariai language group, the books 

of Genesis, Exodus, and all of the 

New Testament are printed and 

in PNG.  Please pray that the 

books clear customs quickly so 

they don’t have to pay huge 

storage fees, and that the import 

taxes will be waived.  They 

would like to have them prior to 

April 13
th

 and take some boxes to 

the village when they go to spend 

a month there.  The launching 

(dedication) will be July 7 & 8. 

That doesn’t mean that Steve & 

Carol Jean’s work with the Bariai 

people is done.  Many of the 

Bariai will never learn to read, or 

at least be good readers, so they 

have recorded some of the Bariai 

people reading Scriptures.  Carol 

Jean & Steve are in the process 

of editing the reading.  Carol 

Jean says it takes about two 

hours to do one page of print.  So 

far 36 chapters of Genesis is 

complete. 

Erin spent Spring Break (March 

16-24) in Honduras with a group 

from Bethel, and other people 

involved with Agua Viva, to 

install a water system.  The girls 

will mostly spend time with the 

women to encourage them.  After 

school is out, she will return to 

PNG for Adam’s graduation and 

the dedication of the Bariai 

scriptures.   

Adam:  The Senior class went on 

a retreat March 17-21 – a five 

tel:715-483-3043
tel:715-405-4055
mailto:dgm@lakeland.ws
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hour drive on unpredictable roads 

each way.  After graduation, 

Adam will go on a band tour to 

Australia.   

 

Gil & Norene Zinke—

Leadership Resources   

Gil has recently been in Asia to 

train church leaders.  His first 

day included getting his mobile 

phone working, hand-washing 

three days worth of laundry, 

moving to a cheaper room in the 

hotel, observing another training 

his supervisor was doing, and 

getting shortchanged by a taxi 

driver on the way to supper.  The 

exact work he is doing cannot be 

posted, not for Gil’s safety, but 

for the safety of the nationals.  

Therefore, I’m only sharing the 

mundane activities.  Pray for Gil 

and the church leaders attending 

the training sessions.  As we pray 

in general terms, God answers 

specifically. 

 

Steve & Rhonda Schwarze—

Far East Broadcasting   

Steve & Rhonda work at Faith 

Academy, a Christian School in 

Manila, Philippines.  Their 

February letter tells of the Middle 

School Outdoor Education Week.  

There were about 250 students 

and leaders who traveled into the 

jungle.  The kids not only learned 

about God’s creation, but were 

challenged to a deeper walk with 

Jesus.   

One girl wrote, “I came to know 

Christ, intellectually, through my 

parents but now I really became 

‘born-again’ and found a longing 

to serve God ... I had a hard 

time...trying to ‘fit in’ because I 

wanted  to be one of the ‘cool 

people’...” 

Rhonda’s mother passed away in 

February; her mother passed 

away as Rhonda was flying 

home. 

  

Gary & Ruth Stephens – 

Gary & Ruth will be retiring in 

July after serving the Lord many 

years in Cameroon.  They request 

prayer for someone to replace 

them at Cameroon Baptist 

Seminary, Kumba, West Africa. 
 

 
 

 

Men’s Movie Night a Success 

 

Over 50 men attended the men’s 

EBBC movie night on Saturday 

January 21. The event started at 

5pm with pizza and we then 

watched the movie Courageous. 

Of course, we also had popcorn 

and discussed the movie over 

brownies alamode. 

This movie is about four law 

enforcement men who are facing 

many challenges in their lives. 

However, some of the men 

realize that there is something 

missing – a relationship with 

God. It is a very powerful movie 

which challenges all men. We 

have been holding breakfast 

follow-up sessions to further 

discuss different aspects of being 

a better husband, father, 

grandfather and friend. Our next 

meeting will be at Al Diner’s in 

Centuria 8 a.m. on May 5. All 

men are welcome and come even 

if you haven’t seen the movie. 

We are planning another showing 

of the movie Courageous 

Saturday June 2 so watch for 

more details. 

 

 
 

Youth Fun Night was held at 

East Balsam Baptist Church on 

Thursday, March 16.  Twenty 

children consisting of students of 

EBBC Sunday School and 

several of their friends attended 

the event from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 

p.m.   The kids enjoyed making, 

eating, and creating a slight mess 

out of tacos-in-a-bag followed by 

two hours of games that were fun 

for the kids and very entertaining 

for the adults watching!  The 

games played were Ping-Pong 

Baseball, Hunter and the Hound, 

and Blindfolded Doughnut on a 

String.  The kids left with a door 

prize, a bag of assorted candy, 

and powdered sugar covering 

their faces.  The adults left 

entertained and well as ready to 

go to bed.  All in all, it was a 

very successful night full, of 

laughter and happiness! A special 

thanks to Cheryl Volgren for 

being the mastermind behind the 

games, Julia Moore, Logan 

Hilleshiem, and Dawn 

Michaelson for participating in 

games and doing whatever asked 

(even demonstrating proper 

Hound technique), Queen of the 

Kitchen Kathy Thull for cooking 

and cleaning afterwards (not an 

easy task), Val Rowe and Velda 

Alen for always being willing to 
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help with a children's event, 

Pastor Gabe, Melonie, and Jude 

for bringing the competitiveness, 

compassion, and additional 

entertainment.  Finally we thank 

our Heavenly Father for offering 

us the opportunity and resources 

to bring us all together for a very 

fun night.  

Thanks again to all who helped 

and to the kids for making it such 

a wonderful time! 

 

 

 

 

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE:  

We will have a GOOD FRIDAY 

SERVICE April 6
th

 at 7:00 p.m.   

 

EASTER WORSHIP 

SERVICE:  

Will be at 9:00 a.m. April 8
th
, 

there will be no Sunday school 

classes.  

 

 

 

BABY SHOWER 
There will be a baby shower to 
welcome “Baby Boy Brennan! 
DIAPER SHOWER” on 
Saturday, May 5

th
 at 11:00 a.m.  

RSVP by May 1
st
 to Cheryl 

Volgren at 
scvolgren@amerytel.net or 715-
268-2129 

.   

 

A two-part Membership Class 

will be held Sunday April 22
nd

 

and 29
th

 immediately following 

the morning worship service.  

They will explore the biblical 

basis for local church 

membership.  There is a sign-up 

sheet on the information table at 

church, or contact Pastor Gabe at 

651-329-7600 or 

gabriel.brennan@gmail.com 

 

 

 

May 3rd, 2012 
www.nationaldayofprayer.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 
Irvin Alen 5 

Al Taylor 10 

Diane Peterson 14 

Wendy Rodke 14 

Mark Maine 15 

Vickie Peterson 15 

Joshua Swanson 22 

Caleb Bergman 25 

Jason Bump 26 

Jerry Davis 27 

Dale Michaelson 29 

Micah Worrell 29 

 

May 

Pat Davis 3 

Gina Gustafson 3 

Katie Alen 4 

Karolyn Worrell 6 

Jude Brennan 8 

Tony Worrell 8 

Randy Majeske 9 

Brian Mabry 15 

Joyce Gaydosik 21 

Sarah Hanson 23 

Gail McKenzie 25 

Jeremiah Beatham 31 
 

mailto:scvolgren@amerytel.net
tel:715-268-2129
tel:715-268-2129
tel:651-329-7600
mailto:gabriel.brennan@gmail.com
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Classifieds 
 

Sound Booth 
Do you have a love for music 

and computers?  If the 

answer is “Yes” then we 

could use you on our tech 

team in the sound booth.  

This is a great ministry with 

lots of potential for 

opportunities.  

 See Pastor Gabe for details. 

 

Housekeeping 
If you like to see things clean 

and shiny, then this is the 

opportunity for YOU! 

Please contact Joan 

Michaelson at 405-4005 or 

dgm@lakeland.ws 

 

Volunteeer Drivers 
Do you love helping people 

who may be less fortunate? 

Would you love to help a 

kid or adult who needs a 

ride to church? 

If so, please contact Pastor 

Gabe.  

 

Intersted in Social 

Networking? 
If so then we have a job for you!! 

We need someone to keep the 

EBBC Facebook page up to date. 

If you can help please contact Gina 
at kimandginag@gmail.com   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Easter Joy 
Jesus came to earth, 

To show us how to live, 

How to put others first, 

How to love and how to give. 

Then He set about His work, 

That God sent Him to do; 

He took our punishment on 

Himself; 

He made us clean and new. 

He could have saved Himself, 

Calling angels from above, 

But He chose to pay our price for 

sin; 

He paid it out of love. 

Our Lord died on Good Friday, 

But the cross did not destroy 

His resurrection on Easter morn 

That fills our hearts with joy. 

Now we know our earthly death, 

Like His, is just a rest. 

We'll be forever with Him 

In heaven, where life is best. 

So we live our lives for Jesus, 

Think of Him in all we do. 

Thank you Savior; Thank you 

Lord. 

Help us love like you! 

By Joanna Fuchs 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Last Words 
As many of you know, I have 
been doing the newsletter for 
EBBC for the last 3 years or so.  
It has been a fun and sometimes-
frustrating experience (like 
waiting for people to get articles 
to me.   It is time for me to turn 
this over to someone who has 
more time then I have and who 
also lives here all year round.  
Dawn Michaelson will be taking 
over for me and I’m sure she will 
do a great job!! 
It has been a great experience to 
be so involved with EBBC over 
the past 6 years and I have grown 
spiritually from it.  I look 
forward to this next chapter in 
my life and will carry a lot of you 
with me in my heart.  
Thank you for the 
encouragement you have all 
given me and the confidence you 
have shown in me. 
 
In Christ’s Love 
Gina Gustafson 
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East Balsam Baptist Church 
1816 108

th
 St 

Balsam Lake,WI 54810 
www.eastbalsam.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Good Friday Service 
April 6

th
 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Easter Service on April 8

th
 

At 9:00 a.m.  No Sunday school 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Don’t forget to check out 
the information about the 
membership class!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Check out our Classified 
ads!! 

 

 

 

 

. 

  

http://www.eastbalsam.org/
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